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yearly representation of their standing, members 


From the Proceedings of the Eastern Associalion | and prospects, by delegate or letter, at our annual 


of Universalists. 
Wistunor, Jury 1821. 

The Ministers and Delegates composing the Eas- 
tern Association of Universalists, met, agreeably 
+) adjournment, in Winthrop, at Brother Jacon 
NrLs0N'S, and opened the business of the session 
bs solemn and devout prayer, by Br. Levi Brices. 
Organized the Council by choosing, 

|. Br. Joseeu Burterrieip, Moderator. 

® Br. Russert Streeter, Clerk. 

3. Br. Syzvanus Corp, Assistant Clerk. 

A CONSTITUTION, 

‘abracing @ STaTeEMENT OF FarrH—apmIssi0oN 

Socierigzs—DiscipLine 


- 
27, 


or PreacHERS AND 
hereafter to be observeal. 
" §TATEMENT OF FAITH. 

We believe in one God, infinite in wisdom, pow- 
er and goodness, the Almighty Creator, Preserver 
and Redeemer of all men: and that he has not oaly 
displayed his glorious character in nature, but also 
wore fully and clearly revealed his Divine perfec- 
tion, his gracious will and purpose, in the Scrip- 
wes of the Old and New Testaments: particular- 
ly,in revealing the doctrine of the resurrection of 
all men through the mediation of the risen Savi- 
our, whereby life and immortality are brought 
to light through the gospel. 

We believe all men are amenable to the law of 
God according to the degree of light with which 
they are blessed; and that as professors of the 


| 


meeting, as far as coavenient, as long as they 
continue in this connexion. 

II. Every ordained brother, in said Fellowship, 
is hereby authorized to administer the ordinances 
of Baptism and the Lord's Supper ; the latter, to a 
Church composed of moral and pious believers in 
Jesus Christ; being at liberty to invite all others 
of christian habits, to a participation, without re- 
spect to peculiarity of christian belief. 

IV. It shall be the duty of this Association to 
require a virtuous and religious life and conversa- 
tion, in the Preachers of this connexion, and 
if any there be, 
as wound and dishonour our common cause 
by disorderly conduct, (and do not reform after 
suitable admonition and reproof.) 

V. Every church, or society under christian re- 
culations, is at liberty to constitute their own 
rules in relation to discipline, and deal with their 
own members accordingly, public teachers ex- 
cepted, being amenable to this Association ; this 
article not being construed to mean, however, 
that immorality, wickedness, or persecution of 
christian professors, are hereby tolerated, but 
strictly discountenanced. 

Russect STREETER, ) 
, Commiltee: 


withdraw fellowship from such, 


Syivanus Coss, 
Levi Bricés, 
Misistenixc Brerurnes Presest. 
Br. Levi Briggs, of Orange, (Mass.) Br. Jo- 


Christian Religion, we are under obligation to|seph Butterfield, Fryeburg, (Maine.) Br. Sylvanus 


obey the precepts and commands of Jesus Christ, | 


as recorded by men under the direction of the Ho- 
ly Spirit. 

We believe that Jesus Christ, our risen and as- 
eended Lord and Saviour, will ultimately see of 
the travail of his soul and be satisfied, and in the 
dispensation of the fulness of times, gather to- 
gether all things In HimseLF, both which are in 
heaven and on earth.—Amen. 

Of the Admission of Preachers, Societies, 
Churches, and of Discipline. 

1. Every preacher and society in Fellowship 
with this Association, is supposed to assent to the 
ubove statement of Faith, (and will govern them- 
selves accordingly) and none are hereafter to be 
received as such, whose faith is essentially differ- 
ent; not questioning however their sincerity and 
piety, but conceiving those points indispensable 
ia forming the character of a religious body, pro- 
fessing Christian Universalis. 

If. it shall be the duty of every Church and 
Society belonging to this Association, to wake a 


and 





Cobb, Winthrop. Br. Fayette Mace, Strong — 

Br. W. A. Drew, Farmington. Br. Daniel Young, 

——. Br. Russell Streeter, Portland. Wa. Frost, 

Lisbon. 

LETTER FOR 1821. 

The Ministers and Delegates convened in annual 
Association, at Winthrop, send christian saluta- 
tion and benediction to their Brethren of like 
precious faith, in the Commonwealth of Maine, 
and to all the sincere friends of liberal, reveal- 
ed religion, whithersoever scattered abroad, te 
whom this testimouial of fraternal affection 
shall come; wishing you grace, mercy and 
peace, from the infinite fulness of Him, who is, 
who was, aud wh is to come, the Almighty ;— 

BretTuRey, 

Though with much propriety we might con- 
gratulate you as believers in that gospel, the reve- 
latioas of which gladdeu the hearts of angels, and 
exputiate with rapturous expressions on the pleas- 
ing and profitable interview which we Lave had 
ia gunua) council, and the still more glorieus and 
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seul-enrapturing exercises at the christian Sanc- 
tuary, in the profession, illustration and participa- 
tion of that rarrn, in which we may rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory; though we 
might cause the inquiring and solicitous multi- 
tude, flying as clouds and doves to their windows, 
to pass in ideal review before you, and exhibit a 
scene, which, for barmony and brotherly love, 
would as much resemble the association of an- 
gels, as of the children of this world, still we con- 
ceive it expedient to direct your attention to con- 
siderations, which, though less joyous for the 
present, are, in their nature, more lastingly im- 
pressive, and in their effects, more extensively 
useful. Those who have ever witnessed the inex- 
pressible joys and glories of these annual sab- 
baths,will be able to realize, in some good degree, 
the felicity of a thousand hearts, dearly cement- 
ed by love Divine, religiously engaged in acts of 
christian devotion, and unanimously pursuing one 
glorious object, with this divine inscription ;— Glo- 
ry to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will towards men. But such as have never been 
present on those joyous occasions to participate 
of the feast of fat things, and of wines on the 
lees, well refined, and are still solicitous to learn 
whether any good can from thence be derived, 
are invited, as was an Israelite indeed, to come 
and see! 

A disposition to be as brief and comprehensive 
as possible, urges the omission of every thing ir- 
relevant to our main object, and to solicit a care- 
ful and reiterated perusal and examination of the 
following observations and exhortations. 

That a number of men, in several towns in this 
State, have united together in a social and reli- 
gious manner, and orally professed a belief in the 
universal love and salvation of God, revealed 
through the mediation of a crucified but glorious 
Redeemer, is an incontrovertible truth; but 
whether they have exhibited any definite state- 
ment of faith, whereby their character, as a reli- 
gious body, can be identified, is left for them to 
determine. To you, brethren, the serious and 
friendly appeal is made, whether as a denomina- 
tion of religious professors, we have exhibited 
that onpER and good regulation, which is so indis- 
pensable to the existence, respectability and per- 
petuity of every christian society and communi- 
ty. Observation will demonstrate, that however 
sincere and zealous a few individuals may be in 
the beginning, and however united in their views, 
unless they have some form of worship, of sound 
words and union, a few years will abate their 
seal, disappointments will derange their exertions, 
and opposers destroy their union, and disperse 
them, till hardly a fragment of a society can be 
found. Thus the enemy will triumph, the friends 
of truth mourn in anguish of heart, and the cause 
of the Lord Jesus bleed at its vitals. 

But, as alarming as this wound may appear, it 
is remediable. Prudential measures will prove 


an antidote, efficacious in its operations a; the 
balm of heaven. Behold, dear brethren, the rm 
solations of Zion, the slain of God's People, aus 
form resolutions for a speedy reformation. 0 
if tears would have prevailed to a correction y 
this great error, it would have been washed ayy 
long since. But no; as we are rational, actiy. 
accountable creatures, blessed with every con 
ceivable means of cultivating our noble facultie. 
and of improving our moral condition jn 1), 
world ; if, as brethren and professors of religion 
we cannot be prevailed upon to deliberate 4), 
reason upon this subject, and form unyieldiie r 
solutions to observe good order in forming ang 
continuing the operations of Societies, jn y,i, 
will the aggrieved and faithful friends of try, 
plead, and weep, and beg for its prosperity. We 
are convinced that the ouly effectual remedy yl 
be found in adopting some rational, liberal form yf 
religious profession, which, embracing the essen. 
tials of our christian faith, shall give character ang 
identity to our denomination; and to make it ip. 
dispensable to the organization of Societies and 
Churches, in fellowship with this Association — 
Under these serious impressions, we feel it an ip. 
cumbent duty to recommend to your candid pery- 
sal and prayerful examination, the Statement of 
Faith published in these minutes, which we on 
confident, will not, unless on account of its brev. 
ity, be opposed by any rational and serious be- 
liever in Universal salvation. The natural import 
of the language must be carefully evaded, and a 
far-fetched construction substituted, to make it 
exclusively favour any peculiar views of the com- 
mon doctrine we profess. And now, with a de- 
sire to promote the glorious gospel of the blessed 
Jesus, we do most sincerely, and earnestly, and 
loudly, entreat the several Societies, in this State 
but not represented in this Association ; our bre- 
thren who have not as yet organized themselves 
into a social capacity, and all others to whom 
this epistle shall come, to observe due regulation 
in the formation of societies, and, without delay 
evince a disposition to be active and useful in the 
most glorious, extensively and lastingly glorious 
cause, Which angels can divulge on earth. Exer- 
tions which are now in operation in several in- 
stances encourage us in pressing the exhortation, 
Go and do thou likewise. You are now furnished 
with the means of organizing yourselves with 
perfect harmony, facility and despatch, and of de- 
monstrating to the world, sincerity and engaged- 
ness, in the work of the Lord. Possessing in your 
hearts the spirituality of pure religion, this form 
of doctrine and of sound words, will be to your 
Societies, what the bones and sinews are to the 
human body. It would be weak and inactive 
without them. Nor is this all the advantage de- 
‘ivable from a public expression of our leading 
views of religion. An indefinite profession of 2 
doctrine which consists principally, in loo many in- 
stances, in its name, opeus the door to Libertini. 
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snd constitutes a retreat for the irreligious and un- 


relieving. The dissolute and profane would be 

ed to avoid the opprobrium cast upon infidelity, 

: jthe storm of public disapprobation, by seek- 
a hiding place in a religious profession, where 

fe christian prerequisites are demanded. Being 

mpany for themselves, and dreading soli- 

ip. as they would savage ferocity, consolation 
will be eagerly sought among those of the most 
generous and benevolent sentiments, especially, if 
sere be no regulations by which irregular con- 
auct is deservedly reprimanded. To be dishon- 
pet with insincere and hypocritical professors, is 
‘ip misfortune of all religious denominations; but 
»o take all precautionary measures for its preven- 
tion and suppression, is the indispensable duty of 
ii; much more of those, who are reproached 
with countenancing immorality in the world— 
inattention to the cause of truth is destructive to 
all religious Associations, and of all the valuable 
consequences with which they are attended. As 
well might our agricultural interest be neglected, 
and the earth left to produce a spontaneous abun- 
dance for the support of man, because God has 
promised that seed time and harvest shall not fail, 
as for Christians to look fora rich increase of the 
fruits of the Spirit, without a proper cultivation of 
the heart, or faculties of the soul. Nor should 
we feel excused from exertions, because cur num- 
bers are comparatively small; since the exertions 
of individuals frequently result in glorious con- 
sequences, and the largest rivers have their rise 
from the smalle:: runnels, whose confluence forms 
an association of waters, in its course regular and 
unimpeded. 

Beloved Brethren, our limits forbid the multipli- 
cation of arguments and exhortations for a renew- 
ed activity and engagedness in our Master's cause 
on earth. Need we urge the increased attention 
to the word of righteousness in many parts of our 
religious CommonWealth, as an incentive to im- 
mediate and unremitting exertions for the spread 
ofthe gospel ? “Behold, now is the accepted time ; 
behold, now is the day of salvation.” May the God 
of boundless compassion work in our hearts, both 
to will and to 4 of his own good pleasure; that 
those Societies which are now in order, and in 
hopeful operation, may be divinely successful, 
and exhibit an example of activity, vigilance and 
zeal, for the promotion of truth, which shall be 
like a light shining in a dark place, and disturb the 
slumbers of the multitude, that they may arise, 
and earnestly endeavour to emulate their virtues. 
May the love of the great Redeemer pervade our 
hearts, unite us in the bonds of the gospel, and fill 
our souls with inexpressible peace and joy in be- 
lieving. That we may possess the crown of life, 
let us live in the full exercise of all the Christian 
graces, and unitedly pray, Come, Lord Jesus, come 
quickly. And now may the grace of the Lord of 
Hosts rest upon us all, for ever. Amen. 

Russsit STREETER. 
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To tne Eprror oF rae Gosper Heravp. 
“ Search the Scriptures.” 

Sir,—Your Number for June 23, fell into my 
hands the other day, in which I find my letter to 
you inserted, together with your reply. I con- 
fess Iam a little disappointed! Your answers 
are less weighty than lexpected. Although I con- 
ceive that the texts of Scripture which you have 
quoted do not touch the points in question, yet, 
thinking that the unwary, or such as do not read 
their Bibles with attention, might be deceived by 
your misapplication and false construction of the 
Scriptures, I think proper to make a brief reply. 
You inform us, that you have not answered my first 
query in the negative ; we are therefore to con- 
clude, that you have answered it in the affirma- 
tive. 

1. To be a Universalist, then, one must believe, 
that, notwithstanding God swept off the Antedilu- 
vians witha flood for their sins, it was only to take 
them immediately to heaven; while righteous 
Noah must be put to unwearied pains to build an 
ark, that he might be spared to suffer a while in 
the flesh! And those wicked Sodomites, wallow- 
ing in their iniquities, “foaming out their own 
shame ;” the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
them ; he sent sudden destruction upon them!!! But 
it was only to hurry them to the peaceful abodes 
of bliss.* Hard-hearted Pharaoh, also, with his host, 
did well to pursue the Israelites with felonious inven- 
tions, into the Red Sea; for thereby they hastened 
their exit from a world of sin and wo to endless rest. 
Yea, all “the unrighteous, the fornicators, idol- 
aters, adulterers, effeminate, abusers of themselves 
with mankind, thieves, covetous, drunkards, revi- 
lers, extortiouers,” though they die in the very act 
of wickedness, and the apostle has said, “be not 
deceived,” declaring that such shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God, 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. are nevertheless 
going directly to heaven! 

Though St. John saith, that whosoever hateth 
his brother is a murderer; and ye know that no 
murderer hath eternal life abiding in him, 1 John 
iii. 15. yet that all murderers, (self-murderers not 
excepted) go directly to heaven! If this be true, 
who can blame those unhappy creatures, who have 
been reduced to some great, real or imaginary, 
evil, for first taking the lives of wife and children, 
and then their own! If they firmly believed Mr. 
F.’s doctrine, they had a strong inducement so to 
do. 

2. Who does not see, that to enter a ‘ strait gate,’ 
or go in at ‘a door,’ has a differeat signification than 
crossing an impassable gulf? And why did not 
Abraham know (as well as Mr. F.) that there was 
a way to get across, and inform his son of it to 
mitigate his “tormeat” a little? The gospel holds 


* It appears that Abraham did not know it when 
he so earnestly interceded for them ; but Mr. Fitz 
appears to be a compassionate man; we will leave 
it tor him to pity the ignorance that excited him te 
such importunity. 
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forth to sinners, in a state of probation, that who-| distinct things. Rational creatures, capable ys 
soever “will may come ;" but in this case it is| choice, have something to do in order to receive 
said that they that would cannot, &e. Why/|it, viz. repent and believe. And it is perfecily 
should it be thought a thing incredible, that a dam- dissonant with the dictates of wisdom to View jt 
ned spirit should converse with Abraham in para- otherwise. 
dise, when the “afar off” means a moral}not a Query—1. If St. Paul believed in a finished sa) 
physical distance? The righteous and the wicked | tion, absolute and unconditional, why did |i. e 
are at a great moral distance in this life, yet con-| hort the Philippians to “ work out their own sq) 
verse together. If this be applied to the Jews in| tion with fear and trembling?” W hy did he tp 
their rejected and dispersed state, what five bre-| verse sea and land, suffering and labouring indejs. 
thren have they for whom they feel such a tender| tigably to bring souls to Christ ? 
regard? and when did they ever request that the} Why do any remain slaves to sin, if the sqlys. 
Gentiles might be permitted to go from the dead, tion of all men is absolutely and unconditiyns . 
and warn them? The Jews termed paradise, or finished ? ‘The reader is requested to have recourse 
the place of departed spirits, (not church privile-|*° Mr.F.’s 10th No. Vol. IL. and turn tothe script, 
ges) if lam correct, Abraham's bosom. [ think our! he has quoted, and read their connexious, as | |), 
opponent will find it difficult to prove that thisis a pa- | neglected, for the.sake of brevity, to transcribe 
rable. Atany rate, from every part of the story, think | them, and the statements there made. The Circ. 
it evidently refers to a state beyond this probation-| tian observer will readily see that Universalism jc 
ary one. But we are not to suppose that one who | put to the miserable shift of applying the promis:s 
is “ determined to persist at all events” in unbelief made exclusively to the righteous, to all mankind 
and error, will believe though one should arise A very comforting doctrine indeed, to those who 
from the dead. have spent a wearisome life under the galling yoke 
3. What a ridiculous light do you place our Lord | Of sinful appetites and lusts. 
in, if you deny that there is such asin as the blas-| 4 remark—It it be any proof that Universalism 
phemy against the Holy Ghost, which hath never | 's true, that it meets with opposition, the infide! ha: 
forgiveness? he having declared (Mark iii. 29.) |@ mighty plea—he can say, with more propriety, 
that those who commit it are in danger of eternal |“ My sect is every where spoken against.” 
damnation. If there be no such sin, here is an| That our opponents and ourselves may kuoy 
awful warning against that which cannot be com- | #4 practise the truth, is the prayer of 
mitted! If there be no such thing as eternal dam- H. SANFORD 
nation, they ave in great danger of a punishinent . : 
that never can be inflicted! If so, our Lord warns July 14, 1821. 
them against doing what cannot be done; and REMARKS. 
threatens them with a punishment that never can 
exist. People of sense and reflection, however, isappointed 
will still conclude, that when the Most High warns, | When we bead the rustling of our et a 
there is danger, and wo to him who does not re-| armour, at his first onset, we expected, at least, 
gard it! Mr. F. has quoted Ps. ciii. 4. to this point,| that be was in earnest, and determined, for the 
as if, because David never committed the unpar- truth, or some other sake, to pursue, with undevi- 
donable sin, no man ever did or ever can. I think | ating perseverance, his profested object. It is not 
it is very plain, however, to a candid mind, that! however, the first time we have been mistaken in 
our Lord had a particular reference to those Pha- ithis particular. We are sensible that many of our 
risees, Matt. xii. 24. and that by ascribing the mi-| readers must be tired of witnessing this imbecility 
racle which he wrought, “by the Spirit of God,” lon the part of our religious opponents. We ave; 
to have been wrought by the Prince of devils, | whether they are ornot. We n@ther find streng’h 
they did actually commit the unpardonable sin of | in their opposition—reason in their judgment, nor 
blasphemy against the Holy Ghost. jeandour in their remarks. Instead of producing 
4. The last paragraph in the 25th chapter of Mat-|the Scriptures for theif anthority, they, like cw 
thew is by no means to be considered a parable, ‘ards, dodge at every passage, and, producing some 
but a plain declaration of the manner of our Lord’s thing which they would palm upon the world tor 
proceeding in the last day. Sir, you have pro- reason, seek, in evasion, a safety they dare not rss 
posed a question to your (justly styled) Methodist in open and fair investigation. We make these 
friends. For doubtless, all true Methodists are | roman without vanity. To ourselves we arro- 
your real friends. Aud though we tell you the| | gate nothing. The cause we advocate is truth 
truth in plain and pointed terms, we ere not your) | and must prevail; and we, at most, are but bumble 
énemies. As an honest man, J answer, (and I trust | instraments in the hand of God, of explaining bi: 
my Brethren can do the same) I do preach, as we | attributes and purposes, and tearing from error the 
sing, “It is finished,” &e. viz. that Christ hath| mask which superstition and ignorance have for 
made a complete atonement for the sins of the| so long a time disguised the beast, and exposing to 
whole human race. But the atonement made, and | the world hisdeformity.. We think a leve of truts 
the application of that atonemegt, are two. very otfght-te be an inducement ; and would operate * 
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» sufficient cause to receive reason and truth from 
any and ewery quarter. It must be obvious to all 
ogr readers, Who permit the still small voice of 
reason to be heard, that a clergyman, of all men, 
<pould be the last to attempt to disprove the truth 
of the Scriptures, by exhibiting them as incongru- 
ous, or devy their import, and refuse his assent to 
their declarations, assigning as a reason for so do- 
ing, his opinion of certain results, (very dreadful, 
in his opinion) Which would be the consequence of 
admitting them ? 

We ask Mr. Sanford, whether it is love for, or 
hatred to the souls of the antediluvians, which dis- 
ses him to be so very solicitous to prore, that, 
ater this life, they were miserable? And whether 
it is from respect to Jehovah, and the Scriptures of 
his inspiration, that he objects to their declarations, 
and seeks for other testimony in his own disturbed 
head; and other affections, than they authorize, 
in his own corrupt heart and imagination? We 
mean no disrespect to Mr. S. The subject is too 
important to be trifled with. And since he has 
travelled out of the record in his communication, 
we must be excused if we meet him on his own 
eround, and try the strength of his own weapons! 
We are confident that all who are so wary as to 
read their Bibles with attention, will need no other 
help to discover Mr. S.’s misconstructions. 

Mr. S. in reference to his first communication, 

and our answer, (See No. 10. p. 75.) and in direct 
reference to his first question, which we were on- 
ly conditionally required to answer, says, “ You 
have not answered my first query in the negative, 
we are, therefore, to conclude you have answered 
it in the affirmative.” How will Mr. S. like the 
application of this, his rule? He has not answer- 
ed any of our queries in the negative! In fact, he 
has not answered them at all. How shall we con- 
strue this silence? Does he assent to the truth im- 
plied in them ? Has he had candour or courage to 
reply to them directly, and answer them? Mr. S. 
attempted to make the Scriptures appear contra- 
dictory. It is his duty to reconcile and harmonize 
them. We tell him, that he did not dare to come 
forward, and meet us on equal ground, and answer 
to all our int@frogatories, and disprove the testi- 
monies we adduced in support of our doctrine. — 
Like the ancient Jews, who cast dust into the air, 
that they might, in the smother and unseen, per- 
petrate their crimes, he would cast the dust of er- 
ror about the heads of his readers, that he might, 
in an obscurity of his own raising, escape the dif- 
ficulties which surround him. We cannot avoid 
the conclusion, that our opponents are determin- 
ed, wilfully to misconstrue and mistake us. We 
have declared repeatedly, that none of the race of 
Adam, in the character of sinners, will be admit- 
ted into heaven. We defy our opponents to dis- 
prove our assertion, that all men, in this mode of 
existence, are sinners. It is both dishonourable 
and wicked for any man to charge us with premis- 
ses, which he knows well we do not admit; and 
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then to reason from them, and aceuse us of propa- 
gating the damnable errors which are deduced, as 
conclusions, from his own premisses! We hope this 
will be remembered. 

Mr. S. in his second paragraph, quoted 1 Cor. vi, 
9, 10, and misapplies it. Paul, see 11 v. declares, 
of those, whom Mr. 8. will damn for ever, “ And 
such were some of you: but ye are sanctified, but 
ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and by the Spirit of our God.” Not by their 
works! Please to read Rom. iii. 19 to 24, inclu- 
sive. Relative to the terribly wicked Sodomites, 
we inform Mr. S. that we mean no disrespect to 
him, but the truth compels us to declare, that we 
have no reason to think him, under all circumstan- 
ces, to be any better than they were! The Jers, 
God’s chosen people, are declared to have been 
“ more abominable than they ;" consequently, Mr. 
S. put upon a4 par with the Sodomites, will rank 
higher in the scale of good works, than the Jews! 
Mr. S. has quoted 1 John iii. 15. “He that hateth 
his brother is a murderer,” &c. We entreathim to 
auswer to his conscience, the following :—Christ 
declared, “ ye are all brethren.” It is likewise 
declared, “ Love thinketh no il.”". Mankind, there- 
fore, are all brethren. Whosoever therefore, 
thinketh (wishe/h and hopeth) il to any one, is a 
MURDERER. Now we ask Mr. S. Did you ever 
hate one of the race of Adam? Pause—before 
you answer this question in the negative. Re- 
member, that when you answer this in the affirm- 
ative, you seal your own eternal damnation on 
your own principles! We tell Mr. S. that be never 
can enter the Kingdom of heaven himself, until 
he is willing that all men shall enter with him ; 
and that the moment he excludes one, of all the 
race of Adam, that moment he erases his own 
name from the book of life! The remainder of 
this paragraph requires only the following illustra- 
tion. Mr. S., according to his own reasoning, 
whenever he sees any person or persons, not ex- 
cepting himself, in danger of the natural death of 
the body, whom he has reason to think Ged will 
receive into heaven, must not be so ignorant as to 
pray for, or any way attempt their deliverance. — 
We will let the imagination of Mr. S. and the 
reader settle the remainder of this question, Mr. 
S. however, is richly entitled, both as a re- 
ward for his ingenuily, and the happy illustration 
of his premisses, to all their conclusions ! of” 

Mr. S. in his fourth paragraph says, “« Who does 
not see that to enter a ‘strait gate,’ or go in at 
‘a door,’ has a different signification than crossing 
an impassable gulf?” Mr. S. in this place has at- 
tempted to escape by evading us altogether. Now 
let it be remembered, that the word rendered hell 
in Luke xvi. is hades. We have proved, beyond 
the possibility of refutation (at least, we shall take 
this for granted until some person does refute it, 
and no one has yet had the bardihood even te 
make an attempt!) that hades shall be des/royed.— 
When that takes place, Mr. S. may argue the im- 
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possibility of passing the gulf; for there will be no 
gulf tocross! Mr. S.’s opinion of paradise being 
Abraham's bosom, affords him an opportunity of 
placing our first parents, with the serpent, &c. there 
also! We pity the childish weakness of intellect, 
which is betrayed in this paragraph. And we, 
likewise, pity the man for his foolish obstinacy 
in denying the positive declarations of the proph- 
ets and of Christ, relative to his speaking in para- 
bles unto the multitude. To his disciples, alone, 
he spake plainly ; for he declared to them, “ unto 
you it is given to know the mysteries of the King- 
dom of God ; but to others in parables ; that see- 
ing they might not see, and hearing they might 
not understand.” Luke viii. 10. See also Isa. vi. 
9—12. 1 Cor. xi. 7, 8. We inform Mr. S. that “To 
be carnally minded is death ; but to be spiritually 
minded is life,” &e. When Mr. S. rises from this 
state of carnal death, he will believe this to be a 
parable; and not before! 

Of Mr.S's fifth paragraph, we remark, it was 
an unpardonable sin that we denied! We ask Mr. 
S. to assign a sufficient reason, if he has one, for 
thus misrepresenting us. We shall see at once who 
is the ridiculous schemer in this matter. We have 
proved, by referring to the original, that our Lord 

_ did not say “hath never forgiveness.” Mr. S. will 
please to extricate himself from the absurdity 
which clogs his view of this subject. Mr. S. 
damns the blasphemer without end. Christ says, 
(See Mark iii. 29) “is in danger of eternal damna- 
tion.” aioniou kriseose. Will Mr. S. produce 
his authority for damning the blasphemer with 
endless misery, when the Evangelist declares, (even 
according to this erroneous translation) that he is 
only “in danger of damnation,” &c.? We inform 
Mr. S. that according to this translation, we should 
be justified in saying of the Deity, that “ all his 
ways are damnation.” For the scripture declares, 
that “all bis ways are judgment.” The word 
rendered damnalion in this passage means judg- 
ment. Our translators, taking it for granted that 
the blasphemer ought to be endlessly punished, 
did the best (or rather the worst) they could for 
him, and after all, could only place him in a dan- 
gerous condition! Mr. S. can now quote Ps. ciii. 
4. We shall insist, for the future, that Mr. S. 
shall not be allowed the use of the word unpar- 
donable, compounded with the word sin, unless he 
produces better testimony in his justification than 
his own ipse dizil! We hope he will not forget 
this. Mr. S. will please to recollect, that the 
Pharisees, whom he condemns, so unmercifully, 
were called a “ generation of vipers ;” and John 
told these Pharisees, that Christ should “ baptize 
them with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” 

Mr. S. commences his sixth paragraph, by de- 
elaring, positively, that “The last paragraph in the 
25th chapter of Matt. is by no means to be consid- 
ered a parable.” &c. &c. From what we can learn 
of Mr. S. we are inclined to think, that unless he 
ean produce some testimony, other than his own 
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word, we shall believe the prophets of our Lor 
and our Lord himself, in this matter! Mr. §. 4. 
swers for himself, and his connexion, that he 
preaches ashe sings. We will not deny but what 
he has done this, (as we never heard him,) but we 
declare, that he must preach different from what 
he wriles! We should be glad to see him explain, 
in clear terms, what he means by applying the 
atonement! If he were speaking of a poultice, 
and addressing a man afflicted with a natural de. 
fect, we should not mistake bim. Now, even jn 
this case, we think, if the man’s nalural inability 
were great, unless some friend assisted in prepar- 
ing, and applying the poultice, it would not be 
applied! And in this case, to use Mr. S's phrase. 
ology, “the poultice made, and the application of 
that poultice are two very distinct things.” § 
much so, we think, that unless the poudtice was ap. 
plied, after it was made, by another person, the 
patient, if very sick, would never be benefited 
by it. 

Mr. S. in his seventh paragraph, queries thus — 
“If Paul believed in a finished salvation,” &c. ke. 
previously to answering this, &c. we shall ask a 
question, (and we hope it will be answered, and 
not evaded !) If Paul did not “ believe ina finished 
salvation,” &¢c. why did he declare (2 Cor. y. 19) 
“ That God was (in the past tense) in Christ, re. 
conciling the world (all men) unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them ?” And to the 
Romans, iii. 21—24. “But now the righteousness 
of God without the law (no works here) is mani- 
fested, being witnessed by the law and the pro- 
phets ; (See Isa. xliii. 8, 9,25; xlv. 22—25. Psalms 
Ixxxvi. 9; xxii. 27.) even the righteousness of God 
{not the creature,) by faith of Jesus Christ (not 
of man,) unto ail, (not a part,) and upon all them 
that believe; for there is no difference ; (why?) 
for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God; being justified rreEy (not conditionally) by 
his grace, (not man’s works,) through the re- 
demption that is in Jesus Christ.” (Not through 
our application of it!!!) Now we answer, the 
reason why Paul told the Philippians to “ work 
out their own salvation,” was, because in those 
days, as at the present, there weré’& great many 
people who wanted to work it out for them!— 
Paul, we think, did not approve of their manner 
of saving people ; and he therefore advised them 
to do it themselves; and to encourage them, he 
told them that “God worked in them, both to 
will, and to do, of His good pleasure.” The sal- 
vation thus worked out, consisted in a freedom 
from fear and apprehension. They feared while 
they were abont it; and well they might, being 
tempted on all sides to accept of assistance from 
man ; and advised, not to trust foo much to God! 
We believe we have the same motive that Paul 
had. We wish to convince men of the (ruth; that 
God is their Father, and not their foe/ And while 
thousands are trying to make them miserable, by 





filling them with apprehension, and dread of their 
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Heavenly Father, we wish to convince them, 
that His love for them isso great, that although 
a mother may forget her sucking child, and not 
have compassion on the son of her womb,” that 
God will “never forget nor forsake them.” That 
they are “engraven upon the palms of his hands,” 
(uailed to the cross,) and that “their walls are 
continually before him.” Their defence is his con- 
sant care! This is no fable. Numbers have told 
us, that could they be convinced of the fact, 
that God was, indeed, their Father and unchange- 
able Friend, that their mind would be lightened of 
aload of inexpressible fear and anxiety, and they 
should be the happiest creatures alive! The 
present happiness of mankind, was the apostle’s 
«aim and end.” His bosom was expanded with 
gratitude to God, for his revealed purpose of good 
to all mankind. ‘Out of the abundance of his 
beart, his mouth spoke ;” 
to all mankind! 

In answer to Mr. S.’s eighth paragraph, we 
remark, “ The reason why any remain slaves to 
sin,” is, because it is the will of God “ to conclude 
all in unbelief, that he may have mercy upon all.” 
Rom. xi. 32. In “ the dispensation of the fulness 
of times, he will gather together in one all things 
in Christ,” &e. Ephes. i. 

Mr. S. has a very happy talent at evasion. He 
requests the reader to do his part, &c.! Is Uni- 
versalism, or Methodism put to the “ méseradle 


and he spake peace 


shift?” For a promise, please read Ezek. xxxvi.| 


2] to 38; xxxvii. We triumph in the fact, that 
our doctrine is a “very comforting doctrine in- 
deed, 10 those who bave spent a wearisome life 
under the galling yoke of sinful appetites and 
lusts.” We offer, in the words of Christ, to “all 
that are heavy laden” with sin, an “ easy yoke, 
and light burden!” Come, therefore, ye heavy 
laden sinners, come! The Methodists offer you 
fire and brimstone, alone, and that without end!!! 


Mr. S.’s concluding remark, is not altogether 


correct. Proof—A person in this city, who is 
a deist, not long since declared, that his mother, 
who is a very pious woman, expressed great 
anxiety, lest he should be deluded, and turn 
Universalist! Another, who was a deist, and is 
pow a firm believer in the Scriptures, and the 
truths contained in them, consequently, a Uni- 
versalist, relates, that his pious relatives say, 
that while he was a deist, they had hopes of his 
salvation ; but now! alas! hell must be his por- 
tion! We inform Mr. S. that a deist is very 
well received! He passes muster without much 
difficulty! But a Universalist! of all the appel- 
lations ever thought of, this will entitle a man, 
who wears it, to the most opprobrium, and the 
greatest derision! It is like crying “map poe! 

We thank Mr. S. for his kind expressions of 
friendship, &c. atid tender him our best wishes. 
But, we should be pleased if he would shake off 
his errors! 
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“ Seeing then that all these things shall be dis- 
solved, what manner of persons ought ye to be 
in all holy conversation and godliness.” 2 Peter 
iii. 11. 

The dissolution and entire destruction of all in- 
animate matter, of which this material earth, and 
other planets or globes, are composed, is a doc- 
trine which has long been incorporated with the 
faith of modern Christians. They pretend to be- 
lieve, that the time is not far distant, when all 
visible material objects will be struck out of exis- 
tence. The nutmerous worlds, which now float, 
suspended by Almighty power, in the airy regions, 
will be annihilated. The stars, those brilliant 
suns, which are discovered, beaming with intelli- 
gence, and proclaiming the wisdom and goodness 
of their Maker, will be extinguished ; and space, 
the highway of Omnipotence, be emptied of its 
contents, and nothingness, or void, again assume 
an imagined stillness! Material fire, according 
to them, is to be the agent in this work of des- 
truction ; or, more properly, annihilation. The 
time assigned by them for this catastrophe, is 
what they call the end of the world, when the 
Lord Jesus Christ cometh to judgment! In our 
first volume we proved by their own premisses, that 
the world had ended. The word aionos, which 
they say means world, and at the end of which, 
they say all these things shall happen, we have 
proved, beyond the possibility of refutation, to 
have already ended! Their premisses being good 
for nothing, their conclusions, as a necessary con- 
sequence, fall to the ground. 

It can be a matter of no concern with us, 
whether these material globes are burned or not. 
The dissolution of our material bodies, releases us 
from all connexion and interest in this matter.— 
In this view of the subject, we have no more to 
apprehend from a conflagration of this kind, than 
fishes, in the Pacific Ocean, would have tofear froin 
the burning of a house in the moon! Material 
fire and brimstone can no more injure the race of 
Adam, in their disembodied state, than a drop of 
water can injure a mountain of adamant! In the 
eloquent language of Saurin, (who by the way 
was not a Universalist,) “Were all the cedars of 
Lebanon, with all the brimstone of Asphaltitis, and 
with every other inflammable matter, kindled into 
one blaze to consume it, it would not be burnt!” 
Matter can assimilate with, and injure mat/er, but 
spirit is inaccessible to all is efforts. The soul 
“ Smiles at the drawn dagger, and defies its point.” 

The soul of man, would be alike indifferent to 
the flames of Etna, and the ice of the Arctic re- 
gions! Released from the prison of this clay, its 
speed will outstrip the lightning’s glance—rival 
eternity in its duration—and repose in its centre 
and origin, the bosom of God! Let man be taught 
the high destinies which await him. Instead of 
feeding him with the husks of modern theology, 
feast bim with the triumphant truths of God. Then 





the rich, viewing the transcendent glories of fu- 
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turity, will no longer consider himself as a citi- 
zen of this lower world, but will cheerfully par- 
ticipate, with all his brethren, in the happiness 
which awaits him, and bountifully help the poor 
on their way. The poor, no longer repining at 
the sufferings of the present moment, will press 
forward to the mark of the prize of his high call- 
ing in Christ Jesus—secure of an inheritance in 
a house not made with bands, eternal in the beav- 
ens. “Then, all these things shall be dissolved,” 
in the believing mind—the rudiments of men— 
the wisdom of this world—the deceptions of sci- 
ence—vain philosophy—and to crown all, the 
deceptions which entered the Jewish Church wor- 
ship, and which, having been incorporated with 
modern Christianity, poison the peace of man! 
Then, in view of the goodness of our Heavenly 
Father, the only concern will be, “ what manner 
(or more properly mind) ought ye to be in,” and a 
grateful heart will respond, “holy conversation 
and godliness!” 
I 
KEEP THE LAW. 

“ No considerations of pleasure or interest may 
be set in opposition to this plain and peremptory 
precept—“ Heaven and earth shall pass away, but 
my word,’ saith Jehovah, ‘ shall never pass away.’” 
So say our clergymen. Now this word, which they 
say is so peremptory, &c. declares, “ Six days 
SHALT thou labour.” We should be gratified if 


these gentlemen would inform us of their exclusive 
privilege of having “considerations of pleasure 


and interest,” which absolves them altogether from 
the observance of this command, and, likewise in- 
form us of the ground of their expectations—point 
out the chapter and verse which declares they shall 
riot inluxury and idleness, at the expense of others ; 
and those too, whom they pretend are the children 
of the devil; aud who, so far from being benefited 
by their preaching, forwhich they pay so dear, will 
sink deeper in hell, and find the flames hotler, than 
they would have done, had they never entered a 
church, or paid the parson for preaching!!! Had 
those, who ministered in holy things under the 
Mosaic dispensation, told the people, when they 
brought their offerings, &c. that it was altogether 
uncertain whether they would be benefited: by 
them, and very likely that they would sink deeper 
in hell fire, in consequence of bringing their offer- 
ings, &c. we think they would have acted in di- 
rect opposition to the Divine testimouy, and left 
an excuse on record for the self-made priests of the 
present day. 

We think the public have been gulled out of 
their wils and their money too long already, by 
men, who, priding themselves on their wonderful 
knowledge and acquirements, which they suppose 
ean never be obtained out of a college, nor any 
where, except under the immediate inspiration of 
Calvin and Hopkins’s disciples, regard with super- 
eilious pride, and clerical con/empl, others, who 
bave the bardibood to think for themselves, or 
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speak any thing but the echo of their spiritual ma, 
ters! We, Heaven be praised for it, are in no dap. 
ger from the thunders of their Vatican! They may 
fulminate as many bulls as they please! Excom, 
munication from them is an honour! We neither 
court their favour, nor dread their frowns. wW, 
regard them with pity—not contempt. We consi. 
der them to be crazed with dignified notions of 
their own little greatness. “Clothed with a jitzl. 
brief authority,” in the shape of a diploma oj 
“Doctor oF Divinity,” “they play such pranks 
before high heaven, as make e’en angels weep.” 
Mankind have been fatally mistaken and dely. 
ded in their opinions of their heavenly Fate 
Thousands have confided in their minister, insteaq 
of their God and Saviour. Jesus Christ, their try 
Mediator, they have rejected, and looked for the 
mediation of their idolized minister, to propitiate 
the Deity, and clear their way to heaven. Fo; 
the truth of this, we appeal to the consciences o{ 
millions now living! We boldly ask the question, 
and challenge a negative—Do not thousands re 
gard their ministers more than their God? And 
would they not confide their souls to them, wit) 
far less reluctance, than they would trust them in 
the hand of their Maker? Do not Clergymen, Ab- 
salom like, steal the hearts of the people? Repre. 
sent the only living and true God, more cruel thay 
the tiger, and themselves, as agonized with solici 
tude for their welfare! God, as ready to plunge 
them down to endless wretchedness, but, their 
own loring, melting hearts, as bleeding with con- 
cern; and their pious heads, filled with a world oi 
knowledge, as incessantly exercised to devise a 
way of escape from the dreadful fate which awaits 
them! Mankind, wicked as they are, are very 
grateful! They reason from their feelings! They 
pay and pamper their dear minister who would 
save, but cannot! and dread and hale the God who, 
they are told, can save, but WILL NOT!!! 
Reader, think of these things. 
i 
Aphorism.—It is unnecessary for you to damz 
your neighbour. If he deserves condemnation, 
he will get it without your aid! 
—— 
(To Correspondents.) 
Hawley Sanford—An Impartialist—T. P. and 
a Calvinist! are received. 
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